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TESTFIRE:

RIDGELINE DELUGE ANORAK
Daryl Crimp

OVERVIEW:

The Deluge Anorak from Ridgeline targets a specific demand for hunters and is designed
for those unexpected situations where you are caught by a sudden downpour and need a
quick waterproof fix. The key features of lightweight, compactness, breathability, and 10,000
waterproof rating pitch it perfectly for the lightweight, expedition, layer market, equally as well
as a nice little stowaway for the pack of the day or casual hunter. Available in two colours: blue
and teak, sizes XS - 5XL.
I recently tested one extensively in the UK in weather that ranged from showers to severe
hailstorms, which often caught me unawares so required a quick response time.

Good kit brings just rewards.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION:

As a specific purpose jacket, the Deluge
Anorak is a good example of thoughtful design
and perfect functionality for its intended use; a
compact stowaway jacket for those ‘caught with
your pants down’ moments.
The material is soft and pliable, allowing the
anorak to be rolled or scrunched to pack out
of the way and the weight is insignificant. The
sizing allows for generous internal movement,
which is essential for layering systems. The
internal shell comprises a soft mesh, which adds
a degree of comfort along with breathability.
The anorak style is perfect for this intended
use because it is simple, has less zips and
attachments to get in the way, and it is quick to
don. This simplicity extends to pocket function
and layout, with four in total so there is no
overkill here: two large chest pockets, one
with internal GPS loop, and two hand pockets
featuring waterproof zips.
A nice feature is the attached hood with
internal mesh for comfort and breathability. It
features two-way adjustability, malleable wire
visor rim, and folds away into a secret pocket
behind the collar.

A recent innovation to become popular in
lightweight clothing is strategically placed dump
zips to dump excessive heat. The Deluge Anorak
features two double tag zips under the armpits,
which greatly adds to the value of this garment.
Other features include high chin zip and
domes, and velcro wrist band straps for comfort
and to keep out water and debris.

IN THE FIELD:

I like it. For me it ticks all the boxes for a
lightweight layering system, which has become
an integral part of my hunting style of late. It
does everything it is intended to do: packs away,
is light, quick to put on, comfortable, roomy on
the inside, and it keeps you dry. As I said, I used
it in the UK in some quite trying conditions
and it didn’t let me down. The most telling test
was being caught out in a sudden hailstorm
while tied to a precarious plastic high seat in
the woods; the fact that I was able to even get it
on in such difficult and potentially dangerous
circumstances was a testament to its form and
function.
This is one piece of kit I’ll take everywhere and
will be a constant fixture in my daypack

Crimpy put the Ridgeline Anorak through its paces in Yorkshire.

